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CHAPTER L
THE PATIENT,

A fixed and changeloss expression. A
slugle santimont in the dark eyes, turn-
ing restlessly from one serious face to
the other. A single sentiment in the
timdd trembling of the pale lips, in the
exprossion of the deliente nostrils, in the
nervous contraction of the brows that
aocompany it -

For a mind which betrays itself in a
ocountenance such na this, all the possi-
bilitien of existence, all that romaing of
Iife and happiness, oan be summed up in
one terrible word—fear. Henoeforth
this was all that the infinite world of
thought and all the endless pleasure of

being eould mean to this poor ereature.
In the midst of the sunshine, the free
air, the song of the birds, the whisper
of lovers, the volcos of friendship, she
must continue to live on s unconscions
of them all as if her life had been nar-
rowed down to the darkess dangeon of
an inquisition

To deprive a face that beams with
intelligence and beauty of the one light
that makes it priceless, to blet out in
the twinklitiy of an eye that unmensured
universe that exists in the brain of an
individual and lenve in {ts place a soli-
tary candle like this glimmering in the
night—what a measureless crime! And
wuch n crime has boon committed. Does
it add anything to the depth of the in-
famy or to the burden of the guilt that
the poor victim was but 19 and had
been struck down in the follness of
health and strength?

The patient sat on the edge of the bed
from which she had lately arisen in an
nleove chamber oponing into a large
apartment, furnished like s sitting room.
Two grave and interested physicians,
ono gray haired and advanoced in yonrs,
the other of middle age, were watching
her, There wins no evidence that elther
of thess men comprehended anything of
the anutterable pathos of the sitaation,
Their problem wirs purely a physiolog-
foal one.  The moral aspects of the case
concerned them only where they aided
o dingnosis, The consoless, nneasy mo-
tion of the poor girl's hands, clasping
nnd uuclasping themselves in her lap,
the pathetic ery, without an attempt at
articnlation, thut she uttered from time
to time, those wiere the mattors that in-
terested them,

“I have observed & very ouriouns
thing, "' the eldor physician was saying.
**It is possible, of course, that I may be
mistaken, but if I am not then this girl
possessos & curlous power in & remark-
able dogree. '

The younger man ropested the plrade
with uo little wonder, A carious pow-
er?'’

““Yos, o very curlous power, I should
say, of what, for want of a better term,
I will call optical retention. You know
what I moan®'"*

I.N"‘ "0

“1 mean tho fucunlty of retaining n
soene in the mind after the vyes are
olosed or the soone romoved. We all
have it in varying degroes.  You men-
tion the writing table st my office, and
fmmediately an image, tolorably dis-
tinot, of the size, shupe and geneenl ap-
pearance of the table rises before my
mental vigion, 1 mean simply, if this
girl wero fumiliar with the looks of that
table and she conld be moade to ander-
stand what I am talking about, she
wonld see the objoet in gquestion so vivid-
ly thut it would be to her almost the
reality—perhaps, I might say, practical-
ly the reality. "

The younger physician regarded the
speakor in silent wonder,

“You don't take my meaning?"'

“Oh, perfectly! My term for ig is vis-
unalization. What puszzles me is that you
should e any evidences of it hero
‘What has she dope to show it?"

“"Not any one thing so mnch ns every-
thing. I generalize it from s careful ob-
pervation of her movements '

“Do you cdll it & symptom?"’

“No—that is, I don't know. It may
be abpormal, or it mey be natural to
ber in a state of health, I have studied
severnl cuson.  One, s very young child
who could find his way unerringly about
o familiar place blindfolded, His family
called it instinet, but it was simply a
phenomennl power of retaining the pio-
ture of the room in his mind, combined
with an acourate idea of distance. Un-
seen by him, I disarrangod the furniture,
and ho lost his hend at onos. **

“Yes, but I didn't sappose an {diod
gould possoss such a faculty, "'

“Nor L But is this an idiot?'

“Ham—ha''— The younger physiclan
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wna altogether too canons to --qvl!l;l_;i-l'
Rimself, but he fixed upon the pale face
of the patient n look of doubt wnd nu-
certainty that was plain enongh of it-
solf. Ho shrank ns mooh as did his gray
haired colleague from the bumilinting
confesston, T don't understand the caso
at all "'

The elder physician was certainly in
no haste to pronounce a verdict. Called
for the purposo of alding his younger
nasocints to arrive at a definite conolu-
glon a8 to the nature of the mysterious
malady ander which the pationt suf-
forod, bhe had as yot refrained from ex-
pressing an opinion, and wow he spoke
in the most guarded and cantious man-
ner:

“It seems to me, Lamar, that the
problem in this case narrows itself down
to & question ns to whether the patient's
present condition i due to the blow she
is known to have rooeived npon the head
or to the purcly meutal results of the
terror causad Ly the scoideut, "'

“Surely,'" said the younger man,
“'syon do not wish me to nuderstand that
you bolieve it even possible that such a
condition ghonld be the result of simple
terror or pare mental action of any kind,
It seems nhnost certain to me that there
was some structural or functional disor-
der prior to the accident, ™'

“Vory posibly. I did not say to the
contrary, SBomeof hor symptoms almost
indicate a pressure on the brain, but »
long experience in an accident hospital
hins mindo e wary of jumping to & con-
clugion when the symptoms are so vague
sl unprononncsd, 1 have known such
widely different and anexpected mental
gtates to result from the fright incident
to o loss of conscionsness, under s pros-
sure of excitcment, that 1 am almost
roady to nttribute any abnormal mental
#tate to the shock or the terror, pure and
lmple. Last yoar we had & man who
had beon thrown from s carriage while
Iis horses were running away. The man
oompletely resuvered, bat he always per-
sisted] i o dewind that he bad ever gono
out to ride. The secident robbed bim of
his memory, not only of the time after
he fainted, but of the thme preceding
that event by some hours. He novor hos
béen and andonbitedly never will be ahle
to reeall that time. Three or four yoars
ngo I was collied toattend a lunatio who
had been troubled with s suicidal manin
Ho had ot ladt suceceded in eluding the
vigilunoo of his keepors and had hang
bimself, We restored him, sod he hins
been the sanest of sane men since. T have
gcen a person absolutely an idiot from
fright You have doubtless yourself
noted insanity or munis from that ennse.
In view of these facts 1 say it {s well to
think twice before dismissing that hy.
pothesis in n ense ke this "

The younger man listened attentively,
but he did not seem convinead.

“Doubtless terror is o powerful fac-
tor-—sometimes, '’ he suid, ''but nover.
theless 1 do not ses how it can be all in
this cose.  The patient is not exactly an
idiot. 1 wm very sure that in her way
sho thinks, **

The clder physician made no reply,
bet he lnughed quietly,

*I do not mean that she ean follow a
consclous tradu of thought, but that
there {8 an aneonscions undercurrent, so
to speak, which never riss into con-
pelonsness. It I8 the upper surface of the
mind only that exhibits (tself in futelli-
grenow, and in my opinion there is some-
thing more than reflex setion in the
great nuderourrent that throws up the
little waves, the tops of which only we
call renson. This mind is not dead, even
though it appoars to bo **

The elder physician looked both puz-
gled and amused,

“1 am afrald, Lamar,"" ha sald, "“you
rend too much Hirbirt Bpenoer and aro
inelined to ignore us p]-ll‘], fellown, ™'

The younger man shragged his shoul.
ders at this mild sarcaam, nnd he an.
swered withont the least show of sensd-
tivenocas:

“*At any rate, you would not object to
trying an experiment with mef"

“"Certalnly not. "'

“Very well. Lot ua conceal ourselvos.
I believo that our presence irritates her, '’

The younger man aroso from the chair
in which he had been sitting gnd went
into the lurger room. The gray haired
physician followed hime They retised
fnto the farthest corner mnd conoealed
themselves from the patient's view be.
hind acurtained bed, where, by slightly
Msarranging the drapery, they could
Either beoauoso their

| Jong time without auy apparent change,

| the sume dreadful four into the five in

| in motion of the unonatural and anvary-

They could eaxily waleh her,

departore had sturtlod her or beonnoe
the mystorions foroes at work in her dis-
organizsd futollect hbappeusd to manifest
thouselves at that moment, she had ot
terod os ther moved that strange, faint,
inarticulate ery which was #o terrible
to the good people who took care of her,
The two phvsicians simply noted it as a
curious fuct,

After thev hwd disappenred from the
runge of bor vision the girl sat for a

save that in llou of scanning the faces
of the physiciaus hor eyes looked with

the open grate,  Over and over again,
with a persistont monotony theat of it-
soelf wis enongh to minke the sympathet-
fo observer shudder, this embodiment

fng condition of the shattered mind, this
alternate clasping and unolasping of the
hands, went on, The white palms came
togethor, the fingers intertwined, the
palms moved slowly neross ench other,
the flugers lost their hold and wandered
nervously, nud then the dreary round
boegan aguin, and so0 on, ceasclessly and
always.

*Is ghe never still?"" the elder physi-
clan naked {

“Never wholly so. Nervoos motion of
aome sort is necessury, Nothing but ac-
tanl interference from without oan stop
i, even for an instant. '

It happenod thon that an external in-
terforonos  anexpectodly ocourred to il
Tastrate the pructitioner’s stutement. A
cat, which had been enrled up by the
fiveside, crossed the floor amd sprang |
into the girl's lup, With o repetition of i
the peeulinr ory wd a snddon intensifion-
tion of the dominant o xpresslon in hor
face, the patient started to h' r feet. The
ot jumped down and ran away. The
girl guvo 1o heod to his departuro. Her
guze wus fixed dmmovably on the spot
whore she luvl seen Mim, aud she contin-
ned uninterraptedly for severnl winntes
to wove her bands as if driviog back |
some palpable object which porsisted in
remaining in her lap

“Ehe secs the eat stilll"" whispered |
the elder physicim  *Just us 1 thooght,
The impression produced o the reting
i-_\' 'Y l}]le'v'f thut sturtlos hor e oo vivid |
to leave her oven after its departure,
This is o more romackablo retention than
I had deemed possible.  Bot thero is po
evidence that sl thinks ot wll "

"Not as we think, Na "

Gradually the repulsing wotion of the
bands gave place to the old nervous
clasping und unclospidug. The time eame
when the poor cresture seumed to forget
the specin] tarror cuused by the cat in
the geoeral dresd with which all things
seamed to inspire her. Butsbe still cou-
tinued to stund

“Think!" murmured the elder physi-
clan., “Why, she doosn't even know
eunough to kit down when she is tired "'

In truth, at that mowent the girl be-
gan to swuy violently, mod bad not the
foremost physician gone promptly to her
wsslstunoo she wonld have fallen,

“Her limbs are too weak to stand so
long, " sald the yonuger man *‘But
dou't put her to bed yet. 1 want to try
an experiment, "’

“Of what natare?*’

“Simply to see what effect musio will
have. 1 have known downright idiots,
who responded to scarce another prove-
cation than the sight of food, to have
thelr interest visibly aroused by the
sound of 8 musionl instrument. Miss
Maxey will favor us with a few selec-
tlong, 1'H wpeak to her.*’

Hu rapped at the door of an adjoining
ohumber and exchanged n few words
with the persou who responded. In a
few minutes a pretty young lady with
bluck eyebrows snd o dumesk color in
her chieeks had taken her seat at the
plaso,  The two phydiclaus had retired
to their former position behind the bed
curtaing, and the patient, as before, sat
on the edge of ber bod

““Whut aball I play?’ the young lady
skl

“Somothing loud and encrgetic. '’

There was a rustling of leaves, and
then the drastic opening chords of o
Laszt rhaspody mede the vasos shiver on
the mantel. Tho sounds startled the pa-
tient ns o blow might have done. The
durk eyes seemed to grow darker, the

; fcally,

| nervous hands  becamo

| aguinst cach other, quite still,

| Miss Maxey?

pisle lips quivered more percoptibly with
the utteranog of that pluiutive cry, the

Scrofuia on His Head

Whieh heeattio & thass of carruption, spcend so
thiat It got lnte our Htts hoy's ayws, The sores

Clarence D, Orockett

spread over his nock and wa thonght he would he
blind, The doctora tited | we gave bim Hood's

Sarapuriiln,  Severnl bottles eured him after
Wi hadd despatred of his ever gettug woll.  Me
Is pow & bright and healthy ehild. D, M.
Cnookery, Ji., Murfreesbioro, Teunbases,

Hood’s=* Cures

Even when all other preparations fall, e sure
to get Ilnnfl’n and mll) Howd*s,

Hood"' . Plll. -\hnuhl bt in avery huuulmtd
pitifud 23 thot was leit to hor of voice
and speech.  But she soomod to ronlize
the origin of her fright. Her glance
went fmmediately iu the direction of
the plano and remained there, fasci-
uated, ws if sho momontarily expectod an
unkuown horror to rise op vut of the
cheerful red cover which sdorned the
cnse of the instrament. Never for an in-
stant was the forloon wonotony of the
moving hands interrupted. Novertheless
the younger physicinn scomed satisfied,

*“We've got hor attention. Now let us
change ovr humor, No wmore of that
kind, ploase, Miss Maxey, Somoething
quicter aud more soothing. '

Miss Maxcy chose n volume of Bee-
thoven and bogun a favorite sonata. The
clusping hands still moved; the dark
eyos still watchod for the coming of the
unknown horvor, but there was o ahange
in the indescribable derails that went to
make up the dominant expression of the
patient's face—slight, gradual, scarcely
perceptible except to practioed cves ex-
pooting it—Dbut still a change

The younger man whispered encrgoet-
“Bho's listening !

Blowly, so slowly that it seemed an
| ngo to those who hopod to #eo the end,
the olinging fingers forgot to separato
themselves and take up now positions;
the heretofore incessant motion of the
loss and  less;
consed  altogether; the palme  rested

Tho younger phyeloian’s growing ex-
citemont could restrain Itself no longer,

“Beel" be cried.  “*She sits guite mo-
tiouless! It is the first thne o days. And
there is noother wcans which we have

with hin head bout dovwa and his brow
aontracted. He was dissatisfiod and an.
denidod.

Ho had takon boavo of the youngo
man at thoe doar,  Tho yenetitioner still
Vingerod to sdviee Miss Maxey.

YAt will pot do to repest our expori-
numt of this alternoon too fom agein.
It wounld bo yanmiug too gront w rislk, T8
fdght resalt o gowd, but i woald be
somothing mos o Mkely to resalt in harm,
The medicine is stravg, but I have not
mpronie cnfidenco fn 15 B sore alis is
not distarbed tonight, '

“Good ndvien, Dr. Lamar. Txoellont
welviee. And you have the will of u de-
ersined wonan t back you, but there
innomethiug more potent oven than this,
manel it many ot Lo possille, with the best
of cure, to do your bidding. **

Thes young doctar turmed from the bed-
fldo to a contumplstion of the sorions
Fiews Dbk bipn Tt was ustursl that his
wind should wandar from the sick girl
to other affuin,

‘1 have not geen yoor Lrother today,
Miss Muxey, Where is het*!

Mivs Maxoy informed bhim.

Before hor mwer can b intelligibly
recorded it is nocesrary to go back o lit-
tle

CHAPTER 1L
A LAL? IN THE ROAD,

“You aro an ortist, '’ sald the man on
the frout seut of the sloigh, turning
about thut he might talk moro onaily
with the young man who sat beside the
protty girl on the ronr seat. ““You are
tn artist, What do you think of the
workmanship of this#®

Ho bad taken from an inner pocket a
small leather case, which be now passed
to his companion. When the young man
hadd bronght to light the contents, he
beld in his hand o medallion, set in o
jeweled frome—a nedallion upon the
couvex surfuce of which was graven the
attractive features of u handsome wom-
an. The work was so delicate, the sitting
g0 rich, the effeot of the whols so ex-
quisite that (he artist iovoluntarily ut-
tred o ery of plossure

‘““Why, this is really sdmirable, La-
mar! Who isit* Whore did you get it?''

The man on the front seat answered
in a voleo as cold and wnemotional as a
votee conld well bo:

“Inasmuch s this is the woman
whom 1 am to murry, I thought s toler-
ubly fair connterfeit of her fago would
bo interesting to my frionds '

The pretty girl, who had been admir-
ing the dainty valnable, became, na he
spoke, somewhat pale.

““Oh,"" she said in a constrained, con-
ventional way, “‘this {5 Mrs. Forsythe?"'

“Mrs Forsythe, " wsentod the man
on tho front koat,

"*8he is very protty,’
the samo tone,

As sgho spoke she pot the medallion
quickly into tho hund of the young man
who sat beside hoy and averted hor head.

“"Another chotes,” exclaimed the

' sald the girl in

uot yet tried Won't you sing to us,
Sing us the most tendor
and pathetico thing you know, "'

The scund of the platio stopped abrapt-
Iy. But the patient did not chuuge hor
attitude. Lu wll the many minutes, while
Miss Maxcy wus searchivg for the soug,
she mat, secmingly iutloalled, s if she
listened still. The wen of sclence felt
themsolves in the Prosunon « if BoeE lhu:g
of which their learuing told them noth-
fng. Gruduslly, as the music went on,
ehe had inelioed her hoad a litle to one
side in the poilse of o listener. Soshe still
remained, now that the instrument was
mute. It was bardly the posture of ex-
pueotancy,

No, it seemed moro as though the fee.
ble responsis of the wysterions foculty
that could rise up in o mind guite blank
ot the sonud of o tender melody had not
comsed to vibrate, ns if the mowrnful ea-
dences were still echoing through tha'
vacant chambers whenee thought had
flown. There was fear in the dark eyes
wtill, but it no louger secimed the sum
and substance of her life. In the very
mildst of her abstraction s sound escaped
her lips that cansed the listeners to start.

“That was & sigh!'' the younger man
whisperad.

“Ah, " murmured his collengue, *‘so
I thought, There may be scanething in
your medicine after all "'

Miss Maxey had now made her seloc-
tion, It waus Behubert's wluderful *“Ave
Murin, "' n soug that has wore depth and

power of teniderncss in it than the soul
which feels it onn expross,  Miss Maxey
had 8 swoot voice, and she sang as
though the musio had o menning,

Suddenly both physicians uttered o |
ery aud spraug forwand

With u chauging face and trembling
limbs and remchivg ontward with ber |
hunds, lke one groping in the dark, the |
paticnt had arisen, hawl essayed even to |
walk, The attempt was far beyond ber
strength,  Bhe faltered, swayed, uttered
tho plaintive ery and fell ke lead into
the arms of one of the men, Bhe had
fainted,

*“What n vory curious cuso!"' thought |
the gray huired physicinn us he took his
departure. ”]t is unlike auything in my |
exporience, "'

All the way through the city strocts
which lod to the bospital Lo walked

mun on the frout scat in a brisker tone,
glanving wt & fork in the white rond
which the fleet horses were rapidly ap-
proaching,  “Shall wo tuke the inland
road dirvet or go by the roundabout sen
roed? Woshadl koo more lifo by the fivst
way, but we shall havo byttor sleighing
nnd plonty of eold wind by the sceond
Which ghall it he¥'

“Which ghall it be, Ellen®" ropeated
the young mau to the protty girl,

“It mukos no diicrence to me

“Thon lot us have the ses rosd and
the sleighing. We are in no harry, and

| a Httle cold won't lnrl o8

*“Jaots est wlea, Tho sea road it ghall
h‘- "

The slelghing party was now within
elght miles of tho vity, thoe location of
which was muarked Ly a vague glow in
the wintry sky, Gradually the laughter
had censed und words had become infre-
quent. The bolls on the horses jingled
merrily as ever, sud the rapid hoof beats
on the hard erust cume to the ¢ar through
the biting air in the same inspiriting
pulsations, but for all that it was cold
riding aftor sundown nlong the ses road,
with the bitter breath from the darken-
fug ocvun ful in tho foce.

Every moment the fences and hedge-
rows were becoming more indistinot,
and the dreary white lindscupe botween
the olwervers and the fadiug stredk in
the horivon, where the sun had lately
been, was rapldly losing all gignificance
or intelligibility as a prospect. Truly
Dr. Eustoce Lamar bad forgotten the
flight of time in his conjoyment of the ex-
hilarating sport, ur b hud sadly mniseal-
culated the distance. Not that there was
auything to b drended in the ordinary
cowrse of evenls of a ride in tho pale
starlight or wnder the mellow rays of the
moon, The rond wus a good one, and

| vory socu it would be woll lighted. And

if the threo plossure seokers were u trifle
cold they could cousole themselves with

| the ocomfurting refloction that there was

o obeerful fire waiting for them in the
agroeablo sitting room of the nppermost
flat at 20 Ballavoine place. It was not
an elabornto affadr, this abode of Julian

| Maxey, the artist, but it wus a pleasant,

inte mmuu and oertainly on a cold night
e this o vory confortable and desira-
y iu place in which to be,

Purhaps it was not owing altogether
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Vs Kax A an unw cn!ul sllonce b.lll
falle: apuon l]n ocoupants of the sleigh,
Protty 1 len My, the artist's sister,
who sut le silo hir Lrether on the rear
peat, hnd doalt » (bathblow to tho con-

veration when he consod to take part
in it Eab she was not ssleep, and hor
faco, protoctd from view by abundant
wraps ad the pgrowing obscurity, had
grdoally setilel ito an exprossion ut

onee wistful, pathotio aod resigued.
Maxey, whowe power of observiation
wis not wholly o soattor of eyesighe,
had Locwno aunoyod amd solicitons, but
he tooks puins pot to betray this fact,
Ax for philewophie, middle aged,
handesno Dr, Loamar, the prime sansu

troubly, ho wins supremely
WHCONRE auy nuhappiness on the
part of his froonds 1o sat bolt upright
all by himsolf en the frouut seut, his
huuds busy with the roing and his at-
tention apparently completoly albsorbed
fin senundage o romd w8 for an ho conld
gve fn front of bis swift towm,  The truth
is that Dy Lawse husd bBlondoringly md
unwittingly touched wpon a topic ex-
eopdingly disagrecnble to his frionds be-
hind him when he mentioned his spe
yproaching murringoe with the wealthy
Widow l"n'r.-':. the,

If Dr. Lumuar had only known how
fluo and handsomo ho appeared in his
pretty neighbor's oyes, it would havo as-
tonished him a great deal, and he wounld
have been henceforth very much more
diserect in his remarks,  If protty Ellen
Maxey had imagined how well her keen
nod penetrating brother had guessed hor
socret, nndonbtedly she would have dis-
simulated o great deal of glee and mer-
riment in o despairing endeavor to have
thrown him off the scent, for the heart
beats proudly in the breastof a girl like
her, and this was soch s secret as she
would wish might die with her.

They wore all young. The.doctor was
the eldest, and he had burdy reached
40. He was n brilliaut young man who
had made something of & name in the
medienl world by @ recent remarkable
publication, and whese practice was al-
ready establishod on s firm basis.

Julinn Muaxey wos 98, Ho had painted
sovaral hundred very unsuccossful pic-
tares. Thelr merit, however, was plain-
ly recogmized by his friends, by reason
of which accomplishment be was called
au wrtist.  Ho was enabled to keep up

of the wiale

10118 .4

| this nonluerative pursuit and to satisfy

the craving in his soul for counterfeiting
the beautiful by s condfortable annuity
which he had iuberited from his grand-
mother,

Ellen Maxoy was 24, Binco the death
of hoer parents sho had held the proad
though exscting position of her Wrothor's
housekocpor, than which thore was ouly
one other pluce in the world she would
bave boen botter sntisflod to oocupy.,

TO BE CONTINU KD,

The word pharach was not, strietly

suking, a0 name of an individanl, but
of o vlnes or race. For ages all the
Egyptinn kings called themselyes npha-
riohis, Just us the Roman emperors, were
oich styled Augustus,
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1hsen nwbd Tolstol,

Blumenthal, the great theater man-
ager of Derlin, was onoo talking with
Tolstol about Ibeen and said: ** have
put n good wany of his plays on the
stage, but Icau't say that I quite nn-
derstand  thom. Do yon understand
them?" “‘Ibwou doosn 't understand thens
himself,"" Tolstoi replied. *'He just
writes Tln-m and then sits down aud
waits, After awhile his ax and
explainers come and tell
mant, *'—

Sun Franciseo Argonnsot,

A general old fashioned Barbecue and Picnic will be given at
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